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You don’t need to be an opera fan to enjoy ‘Elixir of Love’

Charming, funny show
plays in GP on Saturday

By Edith Decker
of the Daily Courier

Rogue Opera’s 2012 produc-
tion of “Elixir of Love” may be
the perfect opera for people
who’ve never been to the
opera.

It’s light and charming and
funny. It’s a
classic
underdog
story with a
happy end-
ing and love-
ly singing.

“Elixir” opened at Med-
ford’s Craterian last weekend,
but has one last performance
in Grants Pass on Saturday.

Director Noel Koran has set
this production in the 1930s at
the beginning of the wine
industry in the Rogue Valley
and in “The State of Jeffer-
son.” The elixir of love, by the
way, is wine.

A salesman of the road, in
town to fleece ... errrrr... help
heal some of the locals sells
this amazing concoction to a
sweet, gullible, impoverished
young man named Nemorino
who’s in love with the flirty
daughter of a wealthy
landowner. Adina flatly tells
Nemorino to give up, especial-
ly since the handsome army
sergeant Belcore has come on
the scene.
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In the finale of “Elixir of Love,” the salesman (Igor Vieira) presents his case for his
love potion, center, as happy couple Nemorino and Adina (James Callon, Laura
Portune) look on, left, and even the sergeant (Kreshnik Zhabjaku) has found new

girls to woo, right.

Nemorino begs the sales-
man for a love potion, but it
hasn’t taken effect when Bel-
core convinces Adina to marry
him right away. Luckily she
has second thoughts and
Nemorino buys a second help-
ing of the elixir.

But a better help to his sex
appeal is the fact that he’s just
inherited a large estate and the
messenger, Giannetta, has told
all the girls that Nemorino’s

now a catch — even before
she’s told him he’s rich. Of
course, he believes the elixir is
really working. And it is, in a
way ...

“This is a period of opera
where we get the stereotype
that opera stories don’t make
much sense,” said Koran in the
pre-performance talk. “But
this story holds together.” That
may be because Donizetti him-
self wrote most of the libretto

as well as the music.

Beyond the story and some
of opera’s most real charac-
ters, the music is elegant and
upbeat. The opera exemplifies
the best of the Italian belle
canto — beautiful songs —
style of opera. The singers
have a chance to revel in their
voices and bring the audience
along to enjoy the ride.

Laura Portune was obvious-
ly enjoying her role as Adina.

Portune has years of experi-
ence in opera and is based in
San Diego. Luckily, she’s also
one of Koran’s former stu-
dents, so he convinced her to
take the role. She’s at once flir-
ty and snotty in the first act in
a way that will take you right
back to junior high. But she
realizes her mistake and grows
before our eyes into a good
match for our hayseed hero.

James Callon sings the
underdog Nemorino — and one
of the most beautiful tenor
arias in opera — in the produc-
tion. Callon played Alfredo in
last year’s Rogue Opera pro-
duction of “La Traviata.” He’s
completely believable as the
young man in love who doesn’t
seem to have a chance with his
beauty, but remains faithful to
his feelings.

That’s not only due to his
acting, but to his emotional
and gorgeous voice. Look for
his aria “a furtive tear” (“Una
furtiva lagrima”).

But stealing the show was
baritone Igor Vieira as the
salesman Dulcamara, adding
comic bits as the showman
who’s ready to hit the road
should the need arise when the
folks find out his magic elixirs
are snake oil — and a nice
cabernet. He even manages to
sing while eating, as Dulcama-
ra is not willing to pass up a
free meal.

Also well cast as soldier and
ladies man Belcore was sung
by Kreshnik Zhabjaku, an

Just the ticket

B WHAT: "The Elixir of Love"
a comic opera by Gaetano
Donizetti, produced by Rogue
Opera

W WHEN: Saturday at 3 p.m.

W WHERE: Grants Pass High
School Performing Arts Cen-
ter, Eighth and Olive streets

W TICKETS: $30 for adults,
$10 for youth; Call 541-608-
6400 or see www.rogue-
opera.org. Any remaining
tickets will be for sale at the
door.

Albanian-born baritone who is
now based in New York City.
This is his third Rogue Opera
production. His songs with
Adina are a highlight.

The opera is sung in Italian,
but you’ll follow easily what’s
going on. And the translation
— in colloquial English — is
projected right over the stage.
“Gosh she’s pretty!” sings
Nemorino. And the chorus is
hardly prim or proper when
drinking the new vintage and
singing: “Love’s gonna get ya
and it’s sure gonna burn!”

Opera fans will not want to
miss this fun performance and
those who’ve never tried the
opera will find this a great
introduction — no Viking god-
desses in brass bras or tor-
mented souls. Just beautiful
songs and a great day for the
underdog.
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Singer/author
to read, perform
in Ashland

Singer, songwriter and author
David Berkeley is giving a con-
cert and book reading Friday at
the Unitarian Center, 84 Fourth
St., in Ashland. He’ll be reading
excerpts from his book “140
Goats and a Guitar: the Stories
Behind Some Kind of Cure” and
performing music from the CD.
Tickets to the 8 p.m. concert are
$18 in advance, $20 at the door,
$10 for youth 12 to 17 and free
for children under 12. Call 541-
535-3562 or visit
www.stclairevents.com.
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CLASS OF

The Daily Courier is printin
9
Baby Grad Pages as a special keepsake featuring

our local high school graduates.
Deadline to enter your graduate is

Tuesday, June 5

and will publish Saturday, June 9

Place your salute in person, online, by mail
or by e-mail. Remember to use a clear baby photo
(Please write name and address on back of photo and include a;
self-addressed envelope and we will return it to you, or you may

pick it up at the front lobby.) Send your entries to:
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Mary Johanson
North Valley High School

Special production
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of ‘Stuart Little’ Hervee Jatanson e D l%aby Gracfls
will be presented “Youmade it = Daily Courier

I'm so proud of you.”

PO.Box 1468
Grants Pass, OR 97528

Visit us at 409 SE 7th St.

(corner of 7th & J)

_ www.TheDailyCourier.com
E-mail: classified@thedailycourier.com
lae call the Classified Dept. at 541-474-3711

Saturday in Medford

A special production of
“Stuart Little,” featuring both
hearing and deaf actors who
speak and sign simultaneously,
is being presented Saturday in
Medford.

The adaptation of E. B.
White’s fantasy will be at the
Craterian Ginger Rogers The-
ater, 23 S. Central Ave., at 3
p.m. It’s presented by Sign-
Stage Theatre.

In the story, Stuart, the
young and noble mouse with
the spirit of a giant, jumps
head first into adventures,
including rescuing his friend,
the bird Margalo, from his
family’s cat.

As this mild-mannered
mouse tries to cope in a “real
person’s” world, he realizes
size isn’t important. It’s atti-
tude and ability that count.

Tickets are $20 for adults,
$15 for youth 18 and younger.
Get tickets by calling 541-779-
3000 or online at www.crater-
ian.org.

Only $24

Includes full color picture, o
graduate’s name, parents’ names,
high school and short message.

Questions?

Graduate’s Name:
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School:

Parents’ Names:

Your Message:
(15 word maximum)
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Your Name:

Daytime Phone: Home Phone:

Mailing Address:
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0 in Grants Pass for tickets

aPzRa

T am paying by: ©Check / Money Order (enclosed) @MasterCard ©Visa ©Discover ©@QAmerican Express

creaicare s (T T T T T T T T T T T T 11 1] |mem @ Visa, =

/—F

(541) 608-6400
WWW.rogueopera.com

find ets on

Expiration Date: Security Code: (last 3 digits on back of card)




